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THE HUMBLE 


QF THE 


LORD MAYOR, 


Aldermen, and Commons of the Gity of London 
in Common Council Aſſembled, 


As it was Preſented to 


HIS MAJESTY 
* In Council at Windfir, 


Upon Monday the 18th of June 1683. 
Together with the 


Lord Keep ers Speech, 


" Publiſhed by His Pajeſtles Special Commany, | 
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C/2.3 
TO FHE 


KINGS 


MAJESTY, 


The humble Petition of the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commons of the City 
of London in Common Council Af- 
ſembled. 


SHEWETH, 


NAN; Hat Your Petitioners are mo 

IIS heartily and wnfeignedly ſorry for 
$6 GS the /MVIiſ-Government of thu 
= Your City of late Years, whereby 


the Citizens have anne under 
Your Majeſties Diſpleaſure : Which occafianed a 
Quo Warranto tq be brought againſt them ; 
Upon which Fudyment hath been - ax.cins for 
Sertzure of their Liberties and Franchiſes into 


Your Majeſties Hands. 
That Your Petitioners are deeply ſenſible of, 


and thank fully acknowledge the great Favour of 


ths Oportunity of Application to Your Royal 
A | 


2 Grace, 
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(4) 
Grace, vouchſafed them by means of Your Ma- 
Jeſties not Requiring Fudgment to be immedi- 
ately Entred thereupon. | 

And now corfdering thit our dillreſſed conditi- 
on, We humbly _ our ſelves at Your "Royal Feet, 
Implaging Your Princely Compaſſion and Grace 
to bfextended to this Your Ancient. City, m 
humbly begging Your Majeſties Pardon for 'all 
our Offences. 


And we do in the Name of our ſelves, 
and all the Citizens, humbly tender, 
and Pray Your Majeſty to accept the 
moſt Solemn Promiſes and Aflurances 
of Conſtant Loyalty and Otedience to 
Your Majeſty, Your Heirs and Suc- 

. ceflors, and of our Regular and Duwtul 
Admanitration of Your Government 

of this City for the future : Wherem 

; we fſabnir our ſelves co Your Maje- 

- tres good Pleaſure, and humbly beg 
Your? ajclties Commands and Di- 
re&ions : Which we will with all Hu- 

' miliry 2nd Thankfulnels Obey. 

| And Your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &c. 


er the Reading of which Petition, The 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens were 


A * 
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Lox 


Commanded "to withdraw : Hnd being av am 
called in, the Lortl Rk eeper ſpaketo them as fol- 
| A 


loweth. 


Ek mr ! =o A AM. by the' Kings 
£2 a3 ES WW Command torell you, 


FS | That He hath conh1- 
Ts > Es toy dered the humble Pe- 


ay cition of the City of 

ol London, where ſo 'ma- 

24] ny of the preſent Ma- 

WM giltrates, and other 

AReLtZ2]) Eminent Citizens are 

EY of undonbted Loy- 

Wy alcy, and AﬀeStion ro 

PN His Service, That for 

their ſakes His Majeſty will ſhew the City all che 
Fayour they can reaſonably delire, 


| It was very long before His Majeſty took Reſo- 
lutions to queſtion their Charter : It was not the Se- 
ditious Diſcourſes of the Coffee-Hoiiſes, the Trea- 
ſonable Pamphlets, and Libels daily Publiſhed and 
Diſperled thence into all Parts of the Kingdom, the 
Outragious Tumults in the Streets, nor the Aﬀronts 
to His Courts of Juſtice could provoke Him to ir. 


His Majeſty had Patience until Diſorders were 
grown to that height, That nothing leſs ſeemed to 
be Deſigned than a Ruine to the Government hoth 
of Church and State ; For the Faftious Party were 
not content with the Pradtice of theſe lnſolencies , 
but endeayoured to have them publiquely counte- 
nanced by the Magiſtrates, and fo rthit end in all 
Eleftions they ſtigkled ro Chuſe the moſt diſaffeted 
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into Offices of the greareſt Truſt in the Govern- 
ment; and carried themſelves with that Heat and 
Violence, That it wgs 42/T «ror to all ſ{qþer and dife 
creet Citizens; Ang the Giry was fo uhhappily dir 
videdinto Parties, That there was no likelihood ir 
could return to good Order, ſo long as the FaCtious 
retained any hopes of procuring the Ele&tion of 
Magultrates of their own Party, for their Impu- 


nity. 


Ir was high time to puta Stop ro this growing 
Evil. This made it Neceſſary for His Majeſty to 
enquire into their Abuſe gf Franchiſes, that it 
mighr be in His Power to make a Regulation ſuf- 
fcient ro Reſtore the City 0. its former good Gor 


vernment, 


Ic was not for Puniſhment , but meerly for the 
Good of the City that He took this Courſe. 


And now the King hath obtained Judgment in 
a Quo Warranto, it 18 not His Jatention to ' Pre- 
judice them , either in their Properties or Cu- 
ſtoms, Way, left the Entring a Judgment upon 
Record might have \ ge 3/0 Fata] to them, His 
Majeſty was {> tender of chem, That He cauſed 
Mr. Actorney to forbear the ſame at-preſent, that 
che City might have ſome time co conſider their 
own Condition. 


[iv 
My Lord , 


[ muſt needs: fay, The City hath not been well 
adviſed ro defer their Application #0 His Mey 
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thus -lang, eyen till the Court. hath Pronounced 
Judgment ; Ic had been done with a much bert- 


rer grace, if it had been more early. 


His Majeſties AﬀeRion to the City is too great 
to reject their ' Suic for that Cauſe. 


Bur for that Reaſon you will have the leſs 
time to deliberate upon the Particulars the King 
doth require of you. 


And indeed, There will be lictle need of De- 
liberation ; For His Majeſty hath reſolved to make 
the Alterations as few and as eaſie , as may be 
conliſtent with the good Government of the C1- 


ty, and Peace of the Kingdom. They are Theſe 3 


His Majeſty Requires your Submiſſion to theſe 


Regulations 5 


Hat no Lord Mayor, Sheriff, Recorder, Com- 

mon Serjeant, Town Clerk, or Coroner of 

the Ciry of London, or- Steward of the Burrough 
of Southwark, ſhall be capable of, or admitted to the 
Exerciſe of their reſpetive Offices, before His Ma- 
jeſty-ſhall have ApProved chem under His Sign Ma- 


nual, 
j 


Thar if His Majeſty ſhall Diſapprove che Choice 
of any Perſon to 'be Lord Mayor, and {ignifie the 


{ame 
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(8) 
ſame under His Sign Manual_to the Lord May- 
or,” or in default of a Lord Mayor, to the Re- 
corder or Senior Alderman , The Citizens ſhall 
within one week proceed to a new Choice : And 
if His Majeſty ſhall in like manner difapprove 
the ſecond Choice , His Majeſty may, if He ſo 


pleaſe, Nominate a Perſon to be Lord Mayor for 


the enſuing Year. 


If His Majeſty ſhall in like manner diſapprove 
the Perſons choſen to be Sheriffs, or either of 
them, His Majeſiy may appoint Perſons to be 
Sheriffs for the ealuing Year, by His Commiſſion, 
it He ſo Pleaſe. | 


Nevertheleſs, the Eleftions of theſe Officers 
may be according to the ancient Uſage of the 
City, with theſe Reitrithions. 


| The Lord Mayor and Court 'of Aldermen may 
with leave of His Majeſty, diſplace any Alderman, 
Recorder, Commen Serjeant, Town Glezk , Co. 
roner of the ſaid City, and Steward of the ſaid 
Burrough. | | 


Upon Eleftion of any Alderman, if any of the 
Perſons that ſhall be Preſented tothe Court of Al- 
dermen by the Ward. ſhall be. adjudged unfi, 
upon ſuch Declaration by the ſaid Court, - the 
Ward ſhall proceed to the Choice of other Perſons 
in the room of ſuch, or ſo many of them as are ſo 
diſapproved: And if the ſaid Court ſhall diſap- 
prove fuch Second Choice, they may appoint any 
others in their room. =» FR 
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The Joſie of the Peace to be by the Kidgs/ 


Commiſion , which His 'Majelty wilt Grant a6-: 
cording to the uſual Method , untefs upon. Ex+ 
traordinary Occaſions, when His Majeſty ſhall think 
ic Neceſſary for His Service. LR 


Theſe Matters are to be Settled in ſuch manner a4 
ſhall be Approved by His Majeſties Aztarney and 
Solicitor General, and Councel Learned in thg 
Law: 7 


My Lord Mayor , | 
Theſe Regulations being made , His Maje 
will not onely Pardon this Proſecution , but 
Confirm your Charter in ſqch manner as may be 

Conſiſtent with rhem. | 


The Ciry ought ro Look upon this as a. great 
Condeſcention on His Majeſties part ;' it being by 
in the Nature of a Reſervation of a ſmalf parr of 
what is already in His Power by the Judgment : 
And of thoſe things which will Conduce as 
much to their own Good and Quiet as to His 
Service, 


If the City ſhould Look upon ir with another 
Eye , and neglect a ſpeedy Compliance, yet His 
Majzſty hath -doge Hys;, part, and Demonſtrated 
His Afﬀection to the City , by giving them this 
Opportunity. 


And it there Thatt be any heavy” Conſequence 
of this Judgment, which it will behove you well 
to 

oe" 
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to Conhider, The fault will lye at their doors, 


in whole power ic now is, to bring this Aﬀair ro a 


happy Concluſion. 


My Lord Mayor, 

The Term draws toward an end, and Midfomer- 
day is at hand, when ſome of the Officers uſe to be 
Choſen, whereof His Majeſty will Reſerve the Ap- 
probation ; Therefore it is His Majeſties Pleaſure 
that you return to the City, and Conſult the Com- 
mon Council , that He may ſpeedily know your 
Reſolutions hereupon , and accordingly give His 


Directions. 


That you may ſee the King is in Earneſt, and the 
Matter is not capable of Delay, I am Commanded 
to let yon know, He hath given Order to His Atror- 
ney General to Enter Up Judgment on Saturday next, 
hs you prevent it by your Compliance in all 
theſe Particulars. 


